Culminating in the edition Justus Lipsius, Politica. Six Books of Politics or Political Instruction, edited with translation and introduction by Jan Waszink
view of Lipsius's political ideology and its development, the Monita cannot and should not be overlooked.
In the present contribution we shall therefore analyse the Monita as a representative of political writing in the Southern Netherlands in the period 1550 to 1650 by indicating its affinity with various traditions of political and moral writing, as far as its genre and content are concerned, as well as by defining its singularity or originality. This might put us in a better position to judge whether we are indeed looking at the last scribblings of an old man, or rather at his political testament.3
Dedicated to Archduke Albert of Austria in 1605, Lipsius's Monita et exempla politica. Libri duo qui virtutes et vitia principum spectant advises the then co-sovereign of the Spanish Netherlands on the virtues and vices of princely rule by drawing lessons from history. In the introductory chapters Lipsius leaves no doubt as to the intentions of the work. In the preface to the reader he writes that these two books have been written to illustrate and confirm the Politica; therefore the same structure has been maintained. He had planned to illustrate each of the six books of the Politica, but published the first two separately because he was afraid that illness or death would prevent him from finishing the project, as indeed it did. In the first chapter of the Monita Lipsius is requested by a pupil to clarify and corroborate the learned aphorisms of the Politica with practical applications in the form of historical examples, and thus finish the exquisite work he has started ("Pulcherrime coeptum opus absolve"). Historical examples are praised by Lipsius for their quality of representing general principles graphically and encouraging imitation. History is defined as a mirror in which politicians can see themselves and as an image upon which they can model their lives. Historical examples were used and considered as the best rhetorical technique to teach and influence public and private behaviour from antiquity onwards.4 Thus Cicero defined history as a school for life ("historia magistra vitae"),5 a view
